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Division 66: Corrective Services, $734 529 000 — 

Mr M.W. Sutherland, Chairman. 

Mr D.T. Redman, Minister for Corrective Services. 

Mr I.D. Johnson, Commissioner. 

Mr I.A. Giles, Deputy Commissioner, Adult Custodial. 

Ms H. Harker, Deputy Commissioner, Community and Youth Justice. 

Ms J.T. Tang, Deputy Commissioner, Offender Management and Professional Development. 

Mr G.A. Doyle, Assistant Commissioner, Corporate Support. 

Mr S. Helm, Principal Policy Adviser, Minister for Corrective Services. 

Mr S.A. Mitchell, Chief of Staff, Office of the Minister for Corrective Services. 

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Girrawheen. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I refer to significant issues impacting the agency, on page 797. Given this is International 
No-Tobacco Day, how is the trial to reduce smoking in prisons going, in particular in Greenough Regional 
Prison? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Does the member’s specific question relate to smoking in prisons? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes, in terms of the health of prisoners as per the first dot point. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Within the prison system, as the member knows—she has an intimate knowledge of 
corrective services—it is a population that can sometimes be very challenging. We are dealing on a regular basis 
with issues around drugs. Mental health issues and issues of substance abuse and so on are part of the population.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I think we know all about that. I am asking about the trial in particular.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will pass over to the commissioner to comment specifically on smoking and the efforts to 
deal with that from a health perspective.  

Mr I.D Johnson: Mr Giles can probably add to the comments I will make. In a general sense, the trial is going 
well. The program is not about smoking cessation completely; it is about smoking reduction. We are looking to 
reduce the incidence of smoking in prisons. In a general sense across the various prisons, the program is working 
well.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Can the minister confirm that, in fact, there is some suggestion that prisoners will be 
permitted to once more smoke in cells and that lighters are certainly being distributed to prisoners at one prison?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I pass to the commissioner.  

Mr I.D Johnson: We have had examples of prisoners being creative in trying to create a flame — 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Is that a yes?  

Mr I.D Johnson: No. It is not a yes; it is an answer to the question. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: The question was: are prisoners being given lighters and being permitted to smoke in their 
cells? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I think the commissioner needs an opportunity to respond to the question and provide 
context because I think that is also valuable.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: It would be helpful if the commissioner started with a yes or no.  

The CHAIRMAN: The question is: are lighters being given to prisoners? I will allow the minister to answer and 
put it in a bit of context but please keep the answer succinct.  

Mr I.D Johnson: Lighters have been issued to prisoners. Are they allowed to smoke in their cells? No.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: For what purposes are lighters being given to prisoners? How can they be prevented from 
smoking in cells and on what basis? Given that that is happening, is the commissioner able to contend that the 
trial is going well?  

Mr I.D Johnson: In relation to the lighters being issued to prisoners, prisoners were being creative and sticking 
objects into power points to create a flame, which is obviously quite a dangerous situation. It was felt best at that 
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time to issue them with lighters to stop them doing that. There will always be incidences in which prisoners 
break the rules. That is why they are in prison in the first place. Some will break the rules and try to smoke. As a 
general statement, the smoking reduction program is going well.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Given the context that has now been provided, am I to understand that the malfeasances are 
occurring in prisoners’ cells, and providing lighters is to obviate that in future? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: In my short time in corrective services, it is becoming very clear that, in every case, we are 
managing risk with a population that sometimes can be very challenging and will take every opportunity to use 
the resources available to them to either access illicit material or, in this case, smoke in their cells. In response, 
government, through the agency, needs to manage that risk effectively to reduce the chances of something more 
serious occurring. I think the commissioner’s response around lighters is appropriate. As distinct from someone 
sticking something into a light socket to get something to light up, it deals with one of those risk issues. 

[11.40 am]  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I have a final question on this issue. Would it be true to say, minister, that basically the 
wide-scale rollout of double-bunking means that the capacity to control smoking in cells is diminished? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: There certainly has been a response. I think it would have been to questions that the 
current Treasurer responded to last year about the prison population, which peaked at about March last year. We 
have made an effort to accommodate that in the first instance by double-bunking. That has been a temporary 
arrangement. As I understand, there is work to formalise that in a more appropriate specification. Again, on top 
of that, I add that we have responded by increasing the capacity within our prison system with one of the most 
significant capital works rollouts that we have put in place. It is $655 million — 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Minister, are we talking about smoking? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Absolutely! The tenet of the member’s question, however, comes back to double-bunking 
and the risk that poses to non-smokers. I am highlighting that we are dealing with capacity issues within the 
prison system and therefore the potential to alleviate the amount of double-bunking that occurs. If the member is 
highlighting that that is a risk, the action that this government is taking will, in fact, take out that risk. I think the 
capital works program is very relevant. As I understand the advice from the commissioner, there is no evidence 
to support the notion that double-bunking increases the risk of smoking. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I refer to the income statement on page 803. Listed under the column headed “2011–12 
Budget Estimate” is other revenue of $32.814 million. Can the minister explain what this is and where this 
income comes from? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Partly because of the level of detail that is required, I will pass the member’s question to 
Mr Doyle, who is the assistant commissioner of corporate services, to respond.  

Mr G.A. Doyle: The revenue figure in the income statement is reflected, along with a few other things, in the net 
appropriation determination statement on page 806. That statement lists a number of items for 2011–12 starting 
with “GST Receipts from Australian Taxation Office” and “GST Receipts on Sales”. Things like GST receipts 
are not included as revenue in the income statement. They are not an accrual of the statement; they are just a 
transaction on the balance sheet. Therefore, that $29 million for the GST receipts, for example, is not included in 
the $32 million. However, as we go through the list, items such as “Commonwealth Grants” and “Other Grants 
Received” are reflected in the income statement. That $453 000 and $426 000, respectively, equals the $879 000 
grants and subsidies figure in the income statement. From the line item “Proceeds from Prison Canteen Sales”, 
which is $8 548 000, through to the end of the table comprise the details of that $32.814 million figure. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Does that include the line item “Contracts Costs from Department of the Attorney General”? 

Mr G.A. Doyle: That is right. Therefore, the recoup we received from the Department of the Attorney General 
for the court security and custodial services contract, that figure of $15.796 million, is included in that 
$32.814 million. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Further to that is a question for the minister. Does the minister accept that without that 
income—that is, without canteen sales, receipts from the Department of the Attorney General and the royalties 
for regions funding of $14.469 million—which does go up and down, the department would be running in 
deficit? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: No, I do not. We have income as appropriated by the government from the consolidated 
account, and a number of other sources of income come into the agency. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The department has the income sources that we just referred to, and it has royalties for 
regions funding. That income is reliant on a series of factors, including the proceeds of sales to prisoners and 
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whatever the prisoners make. That can go up and down, so without royalties for regions funding, an impact on 
that other revenue—which is why I asked the question—might mean that the minister would have to seek extra 
funding from the budget process for the department not to run at a deficit. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Before I ask Mr Doyle to respond, the agency obviously has a range of income sources, 
part of which comes from its activities. There are significant savings in some of the activities; for example, the 
provision of food from some of the prison farms throughout the organisation. There is specific royalties for 
regions funding that relates to particular projects we have rolled out through this budget. There might come a 
time to comment on that, but I ask Mr Doyle to give a specific response to the member’s question. 

Mr G.A. Doyle: In terms of the income that we received from state government, the “Service appropriations” 
line item, which in 2011–12 is $636 213 000, is a net figure in the first instance. Therefore, as it has always been, 
the government actually funds the government department the net cost of its services, hence the line item 
“Item 99 Net amount appropriated to deliver services”. That amount that the government provides takes into 
account the operating revenue that this department and every other department receive. The line item “Resources 
received free of charge” mostly refers to our finance and human resources services that are provided by the 
Department of the Attorney General. The royalties for regions funding of $14.4 million is also reflected under 
“Expenses”, so the appropriations that we have received from royalties for regions are matched by expenses in 
the “Total Cost of Services” categories. Therefore, some employee benefits and some supplies and services 
et cetera that are included in those expenses are funded under the royalties for regions appropriations. Similarly, 
the other appropriations are also matched by expenses that appear in the total cost of services. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Further to that question, which goes to the same point, Mr Doyle, through the minister, that 
is fine—it is all well and good—but when we go back to the budget for this financial year and the estimated 
actual, we see that the department ran at a deficit or is predicted to run at a deficit. Did the minister seek extra 
funding for the department in this financial year? 

Mr G.A. Doyle: In terms of the deficit of $4.968 million in 2010–11 and the primary reason for that, I draw the 
member’s attention to the line in the expenses that is “Depreciation and amortisation”. That figure has increased 
from a budget estimate of $16.335 million to an estimated actual of $21.498 million. The government through its 
budgetary process approved that expense increase but it did not fund it with any increase in appropriation in the 
non-cash component of our appropriation. There are two components to our appropriation—the cash amount and 
the non-cash amount. Treasury made a recommendation that it was not necessary to increase our non-cash 
appropriation for depreciation, but it recognised the expense increase, hence the result is that no revenue offsets 
that roughly $5 million increase. That has driven that bottom line negative figure of $4.968 million. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Through the minister to Mr Doyle: therefore, was no further funding sought from the 
government this year for the department’s budget at all? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: We, like all other agencies, are subject to the budgetary process. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I was just asking the minister’s representative whether that was the case. 

Mr G.A. Doyle: The budget process happens at various times in the year. There is a midyear review process and 
the department puts up submissions as part of that midyear review process, as does every other agency, I would 
imagine. We put up for additional funding for some cost and demand pressures through the midyear review 
process and a lot of those cost and demand pressures were funded. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: How much was that, Mr Doyle? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Those cost and demand pressures were funded. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I know; how much was that?  

[11.50 am]  

Mr G.A. Doyle: Most of the details of the increases are in the table on page 796, which shows the major 
spending changes.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Can Mr Doyle just tell us exactly what that was in dollar figures? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I am sorry; what was the question? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Can Mr Doyle just tell us exactly what was sought and what was approved? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The budget process would be cabinet in confidence, because, obviously — 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Sorry? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: — the resources sought are subject to the cabinet process. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: He has to be kidding! 
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Mr F.M. LOGAN: Minister, with respect, what is put up by cabinet and then approved is public. I am just 
asking what the figures were. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is approved. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: And Mr Doyle mentioned what was approved, as I understand. 

Mr G.A. Doyle: Yes. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: What was the dollar figure that was approved, Mr Doyle? 

Mr G.A. Doyle: The net figure of approved additional funding in 2010-11 was $8 565 000, which is the sum of 
those amounts listed in the “Major Spending Changes” table on page 796. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Was that what was sought? I am not asking what the figure was. Yes or no? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Member, I do not think that is an appropriate question. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The minister does not have to tell us what an appropriate question is! 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Who died and made you Chairman of this committee? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: This is the minister appearing before the committee; he knows that! I make the questions up 
and the minister answers them. 

The CHAIRMAN: Members! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Government works through a cabinet process — 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Thanks for telling us; I nearly forgot about that! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: — and the Economic and Expenditure Reform Committee process, during which 
submissions are made and signed off, and then there is an approval process. I think the opposition was subject to 
exactly the same thing when it was in government, and it should not try to step outside those processes in 
opposition.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: No, the minister should have a little bit of respect for this process, and a bit of guts, and just 
say either yes or no.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Absolutely I have respect for the process, and when I was sitting in the member’s seat I 
had the same amount of respect for the process.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Say yes or no; that is all you have to do! 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Touchy! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Absolutely!  

Mr V.A. CATANIA: I refer to page 797 of budget paper No 2, under the heading “Significant Issues Impacting 
the Agency”. Can the minister advise when the services will commence at the new West Kimberley Regional 
Prison and the young adults facility, and what the operating model will be for those facilities? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I thank the member for the question. The member for North West always has an intense 
interest in what is happening in the northern part of the state. The member for North West has done very well 
and has been a very effective local member.  

Site works for the West Kimberley Regional Prison began in 2009. Not long ago I had the chance to visit the 
site, and it is really pleasing to see the progress on that facility. The main building construction probably began 
in May 2010, and although there have been some issues with wet weather, the expected completion date 
is April 2012, which is not far away. The capacity of Broome Regional Prison is at its limits, and it, quite 
frankly, probably does not meet the needs of the Kimberley and Pilbara regions. There has been very significant 
progress towards a facility that will have 130 beds for males, plus 30 for females, making 160 in total. All 
security levels—maximum, medium and minimum—will be covered, and it will be operated by the Department 
of Corrective Services. It will be the first prison in Australia to be designed, constructed and operated 
specifically to meet the needs of Aboriginal prisoners, their families and the community. The superintendent of 
the prison has already been employed, and he is already engaging with the surrounding Aboriginal communities 
to ensure that he builds a solid relationship with the people in that region so that the service provision of that 
prison meets all of the cultural issues in the Indigenous community. Having gone through and looked at the 
physical nature of the facility, I can see that it has indeed been set up to meet that challenge. There has been a 
strong focus on engagement with the community in the first instance, and there will be a strong focus on all those 
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needs through programs, education and so on, to ensure that we do what we can to ensure that prisoners are fully 
engaged in the community upon release.  

The contract for the young adults facility has gone out for tender; the closing date is Wednesday, 8 June. We 
expect the contract to be awarded in December 2011. The facility is currently called Rangeview Remand Centre 
for juveniles, and it will house young adult males aged 18 to 24 years old and will have an 80-bed capacity. If 
members look at the capital works program, they will see that resources are going into not only that facility, but 
also the other juvenile facility—namely, Banksia Hill Detention Facility—which is where capacity will be built 
to take juveniles away from Rangeview, to allow Rangeview to be used as a young adults facility. That facility 
will be focused on turning young adult males away from crime. We will try to capture them at that stage and put 
specialist programs in place to redirect them away from custodial services. 

The member asked about the operating model. The facility will be privately operated, but DCS will undertake 
the initial assessment and placement process, the provision of emergency support groups, disciplinary hearings, 
and supervision post-release, but in essence it will be run under a private model. We are working through that 
process now in a very comprehensive way, as we should, to ensure that we have something that provides the 
possibility of a really, really good outcome in trying to divert those young adults away from the prison system.  

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Will there be a decrease in any of the facilities in Perth by having these new facilities in 
the West Kimberley? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The West Kimberley facility presently has a capacity of 160; Broome has a capacity of 
around about 100. A high rate of Indigenous people in the Western Australian custody system are held out of 
country; there will be scope to move some of those people to the West Kimberley facility so that they will be in 
country. I think that again shows our response to the very specific cultural needs of Indigenous people. The 
young adults facility will cover 18 to 24-year-old males, which is new space we are operating in; it is currently a 
juvenile remand centre, and the capacity of Banksia Hill will be extended to cater for those people. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Is that the first of its kind? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The 18 to 24-year-old males facility? 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Yes. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: As I understand, it is the first of its kind in Australia that is a specific, dedicated prison; I 
think there is another in Victoria.  

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Is it the first of its kind in Western Australia? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: As far as a prison, but certainly programs in other states follow the same principle. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I refer the minister to page 797 of budget paper No 2. The first dot point under “Significant 
Issues Impacting the Agency” mentions intervention strategies, employment, structured day, and education and 
training. What percentage of prisoners are involved in one of those activities; and how many are not engaged in 
anything at all?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Is the member’s question about prisoners, full stop, engaged in programs?  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Programs, employment, structured day, and education and training. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Yes, employment and structured day; in other words, the member is asking how many 
prisoners of our full complement — 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: What percentage are participating in one or other of those? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will make some general points, and if the information is not detailed enough, we might 
need to extend it to some specific information.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: No, I just want specific information to start with, minister, because that will influence my 
questions. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I think there have been some significant improvements in program delivery. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I am not interested in that; I want to know what the percentage is now, minister.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Do we have the detail of a percentage? Perhaps I can pass that on to Jacqueline Tang to 
make a comment. 

Ms J.T. Tang: Perhaps I could comment on education and programs, taking into account that a constructive day 
involves a lot more than programs and education, and that on any one day that may change, depending on what 
an individual prisoner may be doing.  
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In relation to education, last year we saw an increase in the participation rate in education to about 38 per cent 
across the prison population, which was up from about 32 per cent in 2007-08, and it is currently at probably 
about the same level. In relation to programs, we have had a significant increase; we are offering approximately 
2 000 placements on programs for prisoners this year. That is upon an increase of 68 per cent last year, and the 
previous 45 per cent in 2007-08. Therefore, constructive opportunities for people within the prisons to undertake 
both education and programs have significantly improved. Of course, there are other matters such as 
employment on any one day. There are also activities that may come under section 95 or others, which perhaps 
could be addressed by another area. 

[12 noon] 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Does that cover it? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: No, it does not, minister. Ms Tang talked about the percentage improvement. I would like to 
know the overall percentage of prisoners who are occupied on any one day. 

[Mr J.M. Francis took the chair.] 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Perhaps I can use this information and the member can tell me whether this captures it. In 
the first instance, the department increased its prison program delivery by 68 per cent during 2009–10, on top of 
a 45 per cent increase in 2008–09. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: No; I want to know the existing percentages. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The total number of offenders who participated in prison programs increased from 1 237 in 
2008–09 to 2 083 in 2009–10. In 2007–08, only 844 offenders participated in prison programs. This increase will 
be sustained in 2010–11. In the first three quarters of 2010–11, 1 429 offenders have participated in prison 
programs, with 1 282 having completed a program. Of these completions, 536 were Indigenous participants and 
141 were female participants. During 2008–09, a total of 1 130 offenders completed prison programs compared 
with 1 906 for 2009–10, which also represents an increase of 68 per cent. In 2007–08, the figure for completion 
was 766. The total number of Aboriginal offenders who participated in programs increased from 652 in 2008–09 
to 935 in 2009–10, an increase of 43 per cent, which compares with 398 in 2007–08. The total number of female 
offenders who participated in programs increased from 116 in 2008–09 to 211 in 2009–10, an increase of 81 per 
cent. In 2007–08, it was 68. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Can the minister just listen to the question? 

The CHAIRMAN: Member for Girrawheen! 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I am sorry, Mr Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN: I am not sure how other members were chairing this, but — 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: This is a further question. 

The CHAIRMAN: Absolutely! If the member seeks a further question, I will give it to her, but I will ask her to 
seek it. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Minister, this is actually the same question. 

The CHAIRMAN: Member for Girrawheen, can I finish? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes. 

The CHAIRMAN: I will also ask the advisers, when they address the committee, to do it through the minister. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: It is actually the same question, minister. I still have not got an answer. I do not want to 
know the improvement. We all know participation was at a low base. The minister is telling us something I know 
intimately. I am asking for the percentage of prisoners now—as of today—who are not engaged in employment, 
learning or educational programs. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will ask Mr Giles whether he can make some comments. If, indeed, we cannot supply 
that now, we will do it through supplementary information. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I am happy to save time and just get that as supplementary information, if Mr Giles indicates 
by a nod of the head whether he has got that figure immediately to hand. 

Mr I.A Giles: I can address the employment percentage only, not the full composite. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: All right; I will get that by way of supplementary information, please. 

The CHAIRMAN: Does the minister agree to provide the supplementary information; and, if so, can I ask him 
to state again exactly the information that will be provided? 
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Mr D.T. REDMAN: Through the Chair, I am happy to respond to the question, but again I highlight some of the 
complexity around the ask, because everything shifts. On any day a number of people are engaged in the 
program, which changes depending on whether someone is visiting or is engaged in a court process. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Certainly; we understand all that, minister. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Does the member want us to simply get as close as we can, with a qualifying statement? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes, a percentage, minister, and the best endeavours. 

The CHAIRMAN: Does the minister agree to provide that information? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Yes. 

[Supplementary Information No B5.] 
Ms M.M. QUIRK: Can I reiterate the information the minister is providing, please? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Can I have a go at making a statement and then the member can tell me whether I have it 
right? 

The CHAIRMAN: It has to come from the minister. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The member is seeking the percentage of prisoners in our current system who are not 
engaged in education or employment programs. We will qualify that by highlighting in our response the 
complexity around the shift that occurs on a daily basis with that; hence, the context needs to be understood to 
fully understand the exact information we are supplying to the member. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Further to that, is the minister familiar with the term “unit workers”? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Yes. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: What is the minister’s understanding of that term in prisons? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: In the prison system we have an employment process during the day, and that relates to the 
number of prisoners for whom employment is available. It is a reference point. Have I captured that? If it needs 
to be expanded upon, I can do that. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I have a further question. 

The CHAIRMAN: I will grant the member for Girrawheen a further question, but at the moment it appears that 
she is seeking an opinion, rather than something that relates to a particular appropriation in the budget. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I am seeking a point of information, Mr Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN: Can the member wait until I finish before she interrupts and questions what I am saying? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Is it the minister’s understanding that unit workers are often prisoners who do not have any 
employment at all? They do not receive gratuities through the system, and their families are asked to provide 
gratuities because they have no employment. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The answer is, in short: yes. Certainly, a proportion of the prison population is not engaged 
at the level we would like people to be engaged. That is nothing new. Some of the investments we have made as 
a government help us to enhance that. In this budget we have put resources into work camps. Resources are 
going into expanding our prison capacity and, of course, a component of that capacity increase is engagement in 
a range of programs that will clearly have additional appropriations linked to them. There is further development 
at the West Kimberley facility, which is on a time line with the Eastern Goldfields facility. The expansion of 
beds in Acacia, Casuarina and Albany, again — 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: That is fine. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: We are just getting into the good stuff, member! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: That is not the issue. 

The CHAIRMAN: I will give members opposite every opportunity to ask further questions, but I do not want 
them interrupting over an answer. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I make a closing point. This government stands on a very good record of engaging 
prisoners and increasing programs over its term in government after a significant time during which those 
programs had been depleted. Members opposite, in their term of government, ran down the prison system — 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I am not interested. I am interested in what the minister is doing. 
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Mr D.T. REDMAN: — which included its capacity to respond by using employment programs and so on. 

The CHAIRMAN: Minister, that kind of answer — 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: You are out of order! 

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, member for Mandurah! I am speaking. Minister, as I was going to say, that kind 
of answer does not assist. The member for Cockburn has a new question. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: It is a further question on the same issue. I seek supplementary information on the minister’s 
response earlier to the member for Girrawheen. Will the minister provide a breakdown of all the training, 
personal skills services and counselling referred to in the budget papers—that is, to which prisons they are 
provided and to how many prisoners? I seek the answer by way of supplementary information, as it is too long to 
answer here. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The answer is yes, we can provide it by supplementary information. 

The CHAIRMAN: Does the minister agree to provide the supplementary information as stated? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Yes. 

[Supplementary Information No B6.] 

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the minister to restate exactly what he is agreeing to provide. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will have a struggle. Can the member help me? 

The CHAIRMAN: I will allow that.  

[12.10 pm] 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: It is basically to identify all the training, personal skills programs and other services, 
including counselling, offered by the department and which prisons have or receive these programs. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: So the member wants a prison breakdown of that as well? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes, a prison breakdown of where those services are offered. These are the ones that are 
referred to in the budget. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Is the member looking for the services that are offered or the number of prisons that 
receive those services? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Both—the services that are offered and at which prisons. 

Mr I.M. BRITZA: I refer to the fifth dot point on page 798, which is about prisoner transport.  Can the minister 
advise what action has been taken to improve prisoner transport, especially since the tragic death of Mr Ward? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I thank the member for the question. Obviously, he has an interest in the issue. In the first 
instance, this government replaced the entire vehicle fleet. That was completed in December last year. That was 
a significant milestone. What happened to Mr Ward was very unfortunate, and certainly none of us wants to see 
that happen again. The first most significant investment that this government made was to address the nature of 
those facilities. The full fleet consists of 43 vehicles. Two of the original prototypes, one 14-seat and one eight-
seat dual-cab four-by-four, are now considered non-viable to update to current standards, so they are being 
decommissioned. The remaining 41 vehicles are fully air-conditioned and have GPS tracking, a temperature-
monitoring system, a duress alarm, closed-circuit television, audiovisual recording, and mobile and satellite 
phones. They all have compartments with windows allowing ambient light for prisoners. The cells of the vehicle 
are also fitted with bright lighting. The vehicles are fitted with refrigeration for food and cold water and 
emergency breakdowns. Medical equipment is also on board as a standard arrangement. The department has 
developed a set of minimum standards for secure escort vehicles that are the most advanced in the country. 
Every new vehicle must meet these standards. That $17 million investment has been one of the most significant 
steps that we have taken to respond to that issue. Of course, there is ongoing monitoring of the contracts for 
transport so that those high standards are maintained.  

Certainly, the Ward case has put a very clear focus on ensuring that we meet the monitoring standards of 
vehicles so that those issues do not arise again. For example, we use air and coach transport for some of the long 
hauls. It is now routine to undertake air or coach transport rather than use the secure vehicle fleet. Although it is 
slightly more expensive, a lot of the risk is removed in using air transport, for example, as distinct from using 
some of the vehicles in the fleet. We also review the policies and procedures on an annual basis. The number of 
contract officers has increased to seven in terms of our capacity to manage the contracts. The new contract is 
much more stringent than the previous one; it includes termination clauses. The response of this government will 
ensure that as much risk as possible is removed so that we do not have a repeat of the Ward incident. 
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Mr F.M. LOGAN: I refer to the top of page 801, which is a continuation of the list of works in progress. The 
last line item is “Site Acquisition — Prisons — Metro Site Acquisition Prisons”. Can the minister inform us 
what work has been done in this area, what sites have been identified, what time frame the minister is working to 
and what type of prison he expects it to be? Will it be like Hakea Prison or Acacia Prison or will it be high 
security or minimum security? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will make some general comments and then ask Mr Doyle to make some comments. Part 
of the role of the Department of Corrective Services is to forward plan for the prison population. None of us 
would like to see an increase in the prison population. What we have seen in our response to date is our 
commitment to ensure that we have the capacity to respond to those needs. That is one of the most significant 
capital investments over the past decade. We need to forward plan for space to cater for prison capacity, and that 
forward plan is absolutely appropriate. I ask Mr Doyle to provide any more detail on that. 

Mr G.A. Doyle: On the progress of the metropolitan site acquisition, a considerable amount of work was done in 
2007 in assessing the feasibility of a precinct site in the metropolitan area. That work ceased at the end of 2007 
and was not recommenced until the 2011–12 budget. We intend to review the work done in 2007 to update it for 
currency on whether the feasibility of a precinct site still exists as per the report in 2007 and to also compare the 
various merits of a precinct site with potential individual sites or smaller sites that could, for example, hold a 
single new metropolitan prison. The provision in the 2011–12 budget is simply to recommence that work on the 
assessment of the most viable options for prison sites in the metropolitan area in the future. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: What sites were identified in 2007? My question was: what time frame is the minister 
working to with this funding and what type of prison is he looking at? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I am not prepared to put forward information on the actual sites selected. I am sure the 
member will appreciate that there is a process to go through in engaging with the community on sites for prisons. 
That needs to be done in a very managed way. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The community needs to know where they are. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I am sure that that will be determined at some point in the process, but the member will 
understand that cabinet has not given approval for a formal decision. I do not think it is appropriate to make the 
recommendations public. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: But the funding will be applied in this financial year. All I am asking the minister is: what is 
the time frame? The minister would not have asked for the funding if he was not going to spend it. What is the 
time frame he is working to on this process? He must be working to a time frame; otherwise he would not have 
specified an exact amount of money. He has not answered my question about the type of prison he is looking at. 
It is very simple. What is the time frame and what type of prison is the minister looking at? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The commissioner might be able to respond on the type of prison and, hence, the planned 
needs for the scale of security and the type of people who would be imprisoned there. There may be some 
comments about that question. I do not think it is appropriate to identify the discussion that has not been through 
cabinet or endorsed in any way. I highlight that I think this process was initiated by the previous government; it 
might even have been initiated by the member. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: It certainly was not initiated by me. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Did the member not initiate the process of looking at future site options? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I did not initiate it, no. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is my understanding that the previous government initiated a process of site selection. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The member for Girrawheen might not have been the minister at the time. 

[12.20 pm] 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It was certainly initiated under the previous government, to consider site options. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: We are not disagreeing with the minister on that, and this is not a question about what he is 
taking to cabinet at the end of the day; it is simply about the time frame the minister is working to, and the type 
of prison. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: We expect it to be sometime late in 2011–12; probably more likely 2012. We have quite a 
capital works program on the go, which is dealing with capacity issues and the challenges that we were left with 
by the previous government. That is ongoing in terms of identifying new sites for prisons in the future. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: And the type of prison? 
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Mr D.T. REDMAN: This relates only to the site. The agency’s deliberations and recommendations to the 
government will encompass the nature of the next build if we go beyond the very extensive capital works 
program we currently have in place. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I refer to page 797 and the line item, “Youth Justice Services”. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: What page, member? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Page 797, “Youth Justice Services”. I understand the minister released a press statement 
over the weekend about — 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Member, where is “Youth Justice Services” on that page? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: It is halfway through, under “Service Summary”. It will not provide the minister with any 
assistance. 

I understand that the minister issued a media statement over the weekend concerning a juvenile who was held in 
the Kununurra police lockup. Has the minister had discussions with the police about that? It was this time last 
year that services were announced for the Kimberley, but they still have not been delivered in Kununurra. Is the 
minister able to explain why there has been a delay, if that is the case, and does he accept that it is his 
department’s responsibility? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I thank the member for the question. In respect of the rollout of the regional youth justice 
program in the Kimberley and Pilbara, the government committed more than $43 million in royalties for regions 
funding, on the back of the very successful work that has been done in the Mid West and Kalgoorlie. This is a 
very proactive step to engage with the youth of those regions, particularly Indigenous youth, to try to divert them 
away from the corrective services system. In my opinion, history tells us that this program is going to work. The 
pace of the rollout has not been delayed; it is consistent with the first investment decisions that were made. I 
announced and opened the West Kimberley program in Broome not long ago, and I am sure that Ms Harker will 
be able to respond to the timing of the East Kimberley and Pilbara rollout. Did the member refer to the recent 
media release? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes, and I understand that the minister had a time frame then, so Ms Harker may well not 
need to assist. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: There are specific responsibilities for the Department of Corrective Services in that. As the 
member knows, the courts give direction for what happens to those people who appear before the courts, and we 
need to respond to that. We certainly play a role in transporting youth who need to be held in detention, if that is 
the direction that the court has made. Our priorities, on the back of the investment decision that has been made 
and is still being rolled out, are for early intervention and diversion. The investment of $43 million is significant 
for a region that needs it. I am sure that the member, when she was minister, went through the same 
enlightenment upon going into an agency like the Department of Corrective Services as I did: it costs us around 
$100 000 a year to keep a prisoner, and $1 million to provide a new bed, so the benefit to the state of keeping 
someone out of prison is significant. These sorts of investments are fundamental to achieving that outcome. I 
will ask Ms Harker to give a response and perhaps elaborate on some of the points the member made in her 
question. 

Ms H. Harker: The East Kimberley youth justice service did actually open on time; it commenced about a 
month ago. All the prevention and diversion staff, and the statutory staff, are located together in the one 
premises. However, the full range of services is not yet fully available—in particular the youth bail options, 
which are due to commence in July. In respect of the individual case that occurred over the weekend, a 
significant amount of effort was undertaken by the Department of Corrective Services to ensure that this young 
man was placed in the most appropriate facility—whether that was the police lockup, Rangeview or a bail 
facility. We tried very hard to get bail accommodation for him from a supportive adult, and that effort came to 
nothing, but we did that in conjunction with the Department for Child Protection and WA Police, so a significant 
amount of interagency work took place. Unfortunately however, he ended up being remanded at Rangeview. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Minister, did I hear Ms Harker say that the East Kimberley service had opened but that it is 
not a complete service and does not include bail support? Can the minister confirm that? 

Ms H. Harker: The contract for the youth options bail program has been awarded, but it does not actually 
commence until 1 July. That is what I meant when I said that a certain amount of the services are currently 
operating, including statutory services, youth and family support and the juvenile justice teams, but supported 
bail accommodation has not yet commenced. However, as I say, the contract has been awarded and the 
organisation that has that contract is putting it together at the moment. 
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Mr D.T. REDMAN: We have put in place more than $43 million over a number of years to resource early 
intervention and diversion strategies. That takes time to roll out. The member asked earlier why it has been 
delayed; it has not. We are still on track to achieve it. In respect of the role of the Department of Corrective 
Services, when a court orders that a juvenile be taken into our custody, we will pick them up within 24 hours. 
The recent case in Kalgoorlie was met with some public comment. The justice of the peace in that case 
specifically asked for the juvenile to be remanded in Kalgoorlie. The Department of Corrective Services has 
been very responsive to needs out there, and we are very concerned about any juvenile being held in custody in a 
police lockup. It is absolutely a last resort to take juveniles into custody in one of our facilities in Perth, 
particularly if they are to be taken some distance to do so. We have rolled out, in remote parts of the state, a 
package that invests in early intervention and strategies to avoid exactly that circumstance. That is a significant 
investment that quite frankly was not made under the previous government. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: I refer to page 800 and the ninth dot point under “Asset Investment Program”, which 
refers to the initiation of the replacement and upgrade of the radio communications system throughout regional 
Western Australia, in partnership with Western Australia Police and the Fire and Emergency Services Authority. 
I know that there has been some $80 million from the royalties for regions scheme to Western Australia Police, 
with a further $40 million on top of that to increase communications around regional Western Australia. Is that 
part of the same system that will benefit from royalties for regions funding to improve safety and 
communications for government services?  

[12.30 pm] 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I am sure the member knows that royalties for regions funding has provided people living 
in regional Western Australia with a lot of services that are taken for granted in some city areas. The Minister for 
Regional Development announced funding of $120 million in total for communications, a proportion of which 
was to the telecommunications network to support a mobile phone service, and $80 million—as the member 
highlighted in his question—to emergency service communication. I am aware from a recent briefing with WA 
Police that that funding is well and truly rolling out a service that has not been provided in the past and will add a 
level of security to a range of activities through WA Police, the Fire and Emergency Services Authority and, of 
course, the Department of Corrective Services. There is a good story around this for DCS, as the budget will 
purchase 66 in-vehicle radios, 600 portable radios, 31 fixed station radios and eight Omnitronics’ voice 
management system units—I will need help explaining that. The design stages of those networks are expected to 
be finalised—the dates I have are indicative only—in the Mid West, April 2012; in the South West, June 2012; 
in the Goldfields, August 2012; and in the Pilbara, December 2012. That service will provide a level of security 
in transport, and also in prisons, that has not been provided in the past. I will ask the commissioner to give some 
detail around that enhancement, which is a good news story on the back of royalties for regions resources.  

Mr I.D Johnson: The radio network program is a win–win situation for Police, Corrective Services and FESA. 
We will be the first state to embark on a process in which we have the ability to communicate with each of the 
agencies should an event occur that requires that communication. We have a partnership with police. The police 
went through a massive program to rule out the residual radio network and computers in cars. We piggybacked 
off the work they had already done, resulting in a significant saving in the proximity of $35 million to the state. 
We would have had to go through a four-year procurement process to select the vendor; however, we have been 
able to leverage off what the police have done. In the same instance, the police have been able to expand its 
network in that it placed radio towers on Corrective Services sites. One of the key issues that slow down such a 
process is site acquisition, which the police did not have to do in this instance. The overall program has been 
very much a win for WA Police and Corrective Services. Our radio network was no longer being supported, as it 
was an open system and someone could buy a scanner from Dick Smith and listen in to what was being said. 
This is an encrypted system that allows far more efficiency for a number of user groups and a raft of benefits to 
all the agencies. As highlighted, FESA is just about to get on to the same system, so that we have this multi-
agency capacity.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: This question deals with expenditure of royalties for regions funds and telecommunications. 
There is also expenditure from royalties for regions on the work camp enhancement program. I also noticed in 
the budget papers expenditure from royalties for regions on headworks for some of the work camps. The 
department has put its hand up for funding out of royalties for regions. Why is royalties for regions money being 
spent on these issues?  

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Safety is pretty important.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: When the member for North West becomes the minister, he can answer these questions. 
That will never happen!  

Why is royalties for regions money being spent on core services of DCS? Through the minister, can I ask the 
commissioner whether these are work camp assets of the department?  
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Mr D.T. REDMAN: When the member stops the question, I will respond. Are you stopping?  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I ask the minister to bear with me. If the answer is yes, why is that not being funded out of 
normal government funding and why is it being drawn from royalties for regions?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The funds from royalties for regions in the budget for work camps, essentially, is for two 
areas: capital and recurrent expenditure. One was to utilise the space made available at the old Gnowangerup 
agricultural school, just to the east of Gnowangerup, which is a walk-in, walk-out facility with accommodation 
and kitchen facilities—a potential industrial facility for further work. We put that up as a resource for a work 
camp likely to operate out of Pardelup. We are highlighting that work camps are an appropriate place to make an 
investment—along the lines of some of the questions the member put to me today—to engage people in real 
activities in the community and to help them transition through that outcome. The royalties for regions money 
has put in place an injection of resources which would not otherwise have been available, and which was not 
available through previous governments, to make a difference in this space.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The minister is in government now; these are his choices. He cannot compare it to previous 
governments; they are all his choices.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The reality is this was not made available by previous governments. This government is 
putting resources into this work camp — 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes, and you are locking them up! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: — and into enhancing opportunities out of Roebourne, which is an area with a significant 
Indigenous population. We are extending the opportunity in Roebourne to engage with the mining sector so that 
people have real jobs, real training and real positions. In that way, we know that when they go back into the 
community, we will not get that recidivist activity —  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The question, minister — 

The CHAIRMAN: One at a time, please! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Plus we are upgrading other work camps that we have. The member is trying to make the 
point that this should be a base funding responsibility for DCS and — 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Correct. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: — is asking why the government is funding it out of royalties for regions. It is because it 
simply was not done by previous governments. If the member looks at the history of investments when he was in 
government — 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: That has nothing to do with this, minister. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: — this investment was not made. Members opposite did not include work camps in the 
forward estimates.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes, we did.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The minister should listen to me. He has been in power for three years. He cannot keep 
comparing this budget to ours!  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: You have allowed — 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The minister has been in power for three years, and he cannot keep comparing this with our 
situation in government. Can the minister justify the second stream of funding? The first stream of funding is 
government funding. Why has the minister chosen not to increase the core asset base of the department, and has 
gone to royalties for regions for that funding?  

The CHAIRMAN: Minister and member for Cockburn, I do not want to start calling people but I will. I will not 
put up with people talking over the top of each other when they are asking questions and also when ministers and 
advisers are answering questions. Is that crystal clear to everyone?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The fact is that during Labor’s term in government, which was over a decade, and whether 
it is three years into this term or not — 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: You locked them up!  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: — Labor governments let capital works in DCS degrade to a point at which there are 
significant risks — 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: If he is going to make political statements, I am going to interject.  
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Mr D.T. REDMAN: Mr Chairman, I am simply responding to the question. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Keep to the question then. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Labor governments let the situation degrade to the point at which there were significant 
risks for staff safety and few opportunities in dealing with capacity issues and for prisoners to undergo programs. 
These are all the points that members opposite highlight as being important in this portfolio, which they did not 
fund while in government. I am making the point that in a regional area, if we have access to a royalties for 
regions fund and it has the capacity to be deployed to make a difference in regional areas, what better way than 
putting it into early intervention programs in the Kimberley and Pilbara, $43 million; enhancing work camps; 
increasing the capacity of the camps and also upgrading some of those that are in place, plus increasing resources 
into Roebourne, $13 million, where there is an opportunity to engage in the mining sector; and also taking up on 
a lease basis, quite cheaply, the utilisation of the old Gnowangerup agricultural school? This will provide an 
opportunity for engagement with the community to make a difference and reduce the level of recidivism. That is 
a sound investment.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: If the minister asks me the question, I will answer it!  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: That clearly did not happen under Labor governments through basic funding structures. 
Why would we not consider it? Why would we not use royalties for regions to enhance those opportunities?  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Because I do not think people in the regions expected it to be spent that way. 

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the minister to wind up his answer. I will come back to the member for Girrawheen 
very shortly. The member for North West asked the original question. Did the member for North West have a 
further question on this issue?  

[12.40 pm]  

Mr V.A. CATANIA: I was referring to the third dot point on page 800 before I was rudely interrupted by the 
former minister. With regard to the sites on which there is cooperation with WA Police and FESA, on the 
minister’s sites, will he also allow mobile phone coverage to be tacked on for the general public where 
appropriate?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: That question is probably more appropriately asked in regional development. My 
understanding of resources is that a level of efficiency will be created on the basis of a range of services being 
able to hang off communication towers. We are talking mobile communication, FESA and police services. The 
efficiency created through that investment has allowed a very cost-efficient process for rolling out a level of 
communication that, as the commissioner here has highlighted, will enhance the level of service provision 
through DCS. It will reduce the risks to prison staff and prisoners by having a level of communication that, quite 
frankly, has not been there before. I suggest the member direct his question to the Minister for Regional 
Development to get the specifics around that.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The minister may be able to answer this by way of supplementary information rather than 
respond directly. I refer to “Building Infrastructure and Maintenance—Adult Custodial” on page 800. Has any of 
that money been allocated to Roebourne Regional Prison; if yes, how much? What moneys have been spent 
either by way of capital works or maintenance on Roebourne Regional Prison; what has been spent over the past 
two financial years; and what moneys are likely to be spent on Roebourne prison? I do not mind if that answer is 
provided by supplementary information.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: We will provide that answer by way of supplementary information. Is the member for 
Cockburn specifically asking about Roebourne Regional Prison and maintenance and any upgrade funds that 
have gone into that.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Any capital works and maintenance funding spent over the past one or two years and what is 
likely to be spent.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Is that in the past one or two years? Can the member be specific? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The past two financial years.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is about funding spent over the past two years for Roebourne Regional Prison. Is the 
work camp linked to that?  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: No, not the work camp—the regional prison itself. Is any of that money in that line item to 
be allocated to Roebourne prison?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: We need to respond to the question.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Include it in the whole answer.  
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Mr D.T. REDMAN: The level of detail is not shown in our notes here, which gets down to what the member is 
asking. We are happy to provide it by way of supplementary information.  

The CHAIRMAN: I think it is fairly clear what information is being sought. The minister agrees to provide 
supplementary information—we are clear on that—regarding Roebourne Regional Prison.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes; including, if anything, what is in that line item. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I imagine it would be if it is in the past two years. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: It may be. 

[Supplementary Information No B7.] 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I refer to over-representation of Indigenous people in the corrective services system in the 
second dot point on page 797. I understand that the minister has just renewed the commissioner’s contract. Are 
there any key performance indicators, or any performance indicators, in the budget that he has to achieve? Do 
these KPIs include implementing the recommendations of the coroner in relation to Ward that have not yet been 
acted on?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I thank the member for Girrawheen for the question. It is obviously a fairly comprehensive 
document. I understand she might have been provided one through freedom of information.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Not yet.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I guess it is in process. I understand there is not a specific KPI relating to Indigenous 
incarceration in Western Australia, but I highlight that the complexity of the question the member asks goes 
much broader than that. As she well knows, right across the community agencies share the challenge of 
Indigenous issues around health and our unprecedented incarceration rate. That is why we have made a number 
of investments around trying to curb that. That issue goes well beyond the responsibility of DCS, which, in many 
cases, responds to the direction of the courts, and therefore, limits our capacity to directly respond to those 
challenges. Of course, we have a community corrections program that makes every effort to put resources in 
place to deal with people getting themselves back into the community and providing the support services they 
need. I have already talked today about some of the specific investments we have made around the Indigenous 
community in both West Kimberley Regional Prison and the regional youth justice program being rolled out in 
the Kimberley and Pilbara, which, of course, is a centre for a lot of the Indigenous people who finish up in our 
prison system.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I think that is a long version of no. The second part of the question was in relation to the 
coronial recommendations about Ward that have not yet been implemented. What is the minister’s position on 
them?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: All the recommendations from the coronial inquest have been implemented by DCS. I 
think I even made a statement in Parliament.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: What about the inspection regime by the Inspector of Custodial Services, which is under the 
minister’s bailiwick?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I understand the legislation falls under the Department of the Attorney General; it does not 
fall under my portfolios.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Has the minister had further discussions in progressing those recommendations relating to 
the coroner’s recommendations in the audit of custodial premises, which is in the minister’s portfolio?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will ask the commissioner to respond. We were very, very quick in responding as an 
agency and government to the recommendations from the coronial inquest into the Ward matter. It was a very 
unfortunate set of circumstances. In my opinion, DCS has upheld its responsibilities. Clearly, some other roles 
sit in other agencies and across government, and I have no doubt that as a cabinet minister I will be around the 
table for those discussions. As we know, all agencies need to work together to get a better outcome on those 
sorts of things. I will pass the member’s question to the commissioner for some specific comments.  

Mr I.D Johnson: We have implemented all recommendations concerning corrective services. The Inspector for 
Custodial Services legislation rests with the Attorney General. We have worked with the inspector to make sure 
the processes are in place once the legislation is passed by Parliament. We have engaged with the inspector in 
terms of consultation and given access to our systems and the like, but, properly, the legislation does not rest 
with us, and nor should it because the inspector inspects our services.  

The appropriation was recommended. 

[12.50 pm] 
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